


































ORDINARY MEETING 8 DECEMBER 2008 
  

 

TO: Ordinary Meeting - 8 December 2008 

REPORT: Notice of Motion Report No. 23 

SUBJECT: Support for creation of Sydney Marine Park       

FILE NO:   
      

 
Councillor Lauren Elder will move: 
 
That Manly Council publicly support the creation of a Sydney Marine Park with increased sanctuary 
areas for Manly's marine waters. 
 
Background 
 
In December this year the National Parks Association of NSW plans to publicly launch a campaign 
calling on the NSW Government to improve marine protection. The key focus of this campaign will 
be the creation of a Sydney Marine Park, offering the Manly area the opportunity for increased 
marine sanctuaries. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Notice of Motion be received. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT- 1  NPA Marines 4 Pages  
  
 

OM081208NM_2.doc 

*****   End of Notice of Motion Report No. 23   *****  



ATTACHMENT 1  

Notice of Motion Report No. 23 - Support 

for creation of Sydney Marine Park 

 

NPA Marines  
  

Protecting Sydney’s Oceans 
 
Please note the details of the proposal mentioned in this report are confidential until 

after NPA’s public launch. 

 
Summary 
 
 
In December 2008 NPA will call for NSW Government action following the release of 
their unique, landmark report The Torn Blue Fringe. This sets out the steps needed 
to achieve a world-class sanctuaries network for NSW - the first step of which is the 
creation of a Sydney Marine Park. 
 
The proposed Sydney Marine Park will be the 1st marine park in the world based 
around a major city. It will enable our marine life to surge back to life and protect, for 
future generations, Sydney's marine life which has been all but ignored by the NSW 
Government to date. 
 
The issue 
 
 

o NSW is way below international recommended levels of marine sanctuary 

protection and our government has turned a blind eye to protecting huge 
areas of ocean such as those around Sydney.  

o Fish numbers are decreasing, some species like the grey nurse shark are on 

the brink of extinction and 50% of our seagrass beds - which would have 
been the nursery grounds for next generation of fish - have been lost. 

o The balance of species in unprotected waters has already been thrown out 

with some species growing above natural levels, changing the entire structure 
of oceanic areas.  

o It is predicted that climate change will hit NSW harder than any other 

Australian waters so it's essential to increase the health of our marine 
populations now so they will better cope with the effects of climate change. 

 
What are marine sanctuaries? 
 
 
Marine sanctuaries are fully protected areas where people can enjoy swimming, 
boating, snorkelling and diving.  
 
Fully protected marine sanctuaries can come in 3 forms:  
 

o zones within multiple use marine parks 

o aquatic reserves afforded full protection 

o fully protected marine extensions of national parks 

 
Much like we need networks of national parks to protect biodiversity on land, we 
need fully protected marine sanctuaries to conserve our marine biodiversity.  
 



Global scientific consensus is for a minimum 20% of all marine habitats to be fully 
protected as sanctuary. Currently just 6.7% of NSW oceans have this protection. 
There is a long way to go. 
 
A Bioregion Ignored 
 

The Hawkesbury Shelf Bioregion – the area between Newcastle and 
Wollongong - has been all but ignored by the NSW Government in the NSW 
sanctuary network. 

 

o There are just 4 small sanctuary areas in this bioregion totalling just 0.4% 

of its waters. 
 
Benefits of Marine Sanctuaries 

On average, creating a no-take marine sanctuary: 
 doubles the density of fish and invertebrates,  
 triples the biomass,  
 increases the mean size of fish by 20-30%,  
 boosts the number of species by an average of 23%,  
 increases catch-per unit effort four-fold in nearby waters and  
makes marine ecosystems 21% less susceptible to 

environmental and human caused fluctuations.  
 

At the fully protected Boudii National Park Marine Extension on the NSW 
Central Coast, a study conducted after it was protected as sanctuary for 28 
years found that reserve fish species richness was 63% greater and total fish 
density was 70% greater than before protection. 

 

In addition to conservation benefits, sanctuaries can improve tourism, 
education and research opportunities and can improve fishing in surrounding 
waters. 

 
Case Study: Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve, Manly 
 
Visit Shelly Beach on the weekend and you’ll notice locals and tourists face down in 
the water in dive or snorkel gear enjoying the privilege of playing amongst the 
abundant fish life. Since the creation of Cabbage Tree Bay Aquatic Reserve in 2002 
locals have been reporting a vast improvement in marine life in this area.  
 
The community has embraced the reserve, it’s become a focus for marine awareness 
and there have been many calls from government and non-government stakeholders 
for similar fully protected marine areas to complement this hugely successful, yet still 
tiny, area of marine sanctuary. 
 
Calls from the Community 

Sydney’s community has a great affinity with the ocean. The ocean and its 
marine life are an integral part of the community’s everyday lives, whether 
walking along the beach, going for a surf, ocean swimming, snorkelling, diving 
or boating.  

 

Climate change and other environmental issues are of increasing concern to 
the public. In particular, the younger generation wants to know that proper 
conservation measures are being put in place to look after their local areas for 
future generations. 

 

There have long been proposals for proper protection of Sydney’s marine 
waters. Various community groups and individuals have been involved in 
discussions for increased marine protected areas.   

 
 
 

Moving Forward 



Action 
The release of NPA’s landmark report, The Torn Blue Fringe in December 2008 
symbolises a new stage in the campaign for sanctuary protection for NSW oceans. 
This detailed report sets out the steps that must be taken to achieve a world-class 
sanctuaries network for NSW. 
 
The NSW Government will be called on to act on the findings and recommendations 
contained in this report. The first step of which will be the creation of a Sydney 
Marine Park. 
 
Building the Network 

A large Sydney Marine Park is proposed, incorporating Sydney Harbour and 
stretching north and south along Sydney coastal waters to the 3 nautical mile 
limit of the NSW marine jurisdiction.  There is already great interest by local 
communities and government stakeholders for a marine park around Sydney. 
 
 

All activities, aside from mining, continue in these multiple use marine parks. 
Different zonings determine which areas are fully protected as marine 
sanctuaries that are set aside for public enjoyment and conservation and 
which areas are for fishing activities. 

 

A Sydney Marine Park could harness council and community enthusiasm for 
marine conservation in various regions across this landmark area in one 
process rather than a number of small resource intensive and independent 
marine protected area processes. 

 

The multiple-use nature of marine parks would enable councils and 
communities to recommend protective zonings for their preferred areas within 
this marine park. This would allow fishing activities to continue in the majority 
of the park, balanced by fully protected sanctuary zonings in other areas of 
key conservation significance. 

 

As the marine environment in this area is under ongoing intense pressure, the 
establishment of a Sydney Marine Park would recognise the urgent need for 
greater conservation of the significant biodiversity the area harbours. The 
marine park can link with Sydney’s national parks, ensuring vital connectivity 
of protected areas between land and marine environments. 

 

A marine park within close proximity of such a large number of tertiary and 
marine research institutions additionally has the potential for enormous 
scientific and educational benefits.  

 

A Sydney Marine Park represents an opportunity to bring great benefits to all 
who live and play in Sydney’s internationally recognised marine waters.  
Recent user surveys in the Jervis Bay Marine Park and Solitary Islands 
Marine Park showed 84% and 87% support for conservation of the marine 
parks and 82% and 80% support for the parks’ fully protected sanctuary 
zones respectively. Support for a Sydney Marine Park is likely to be at a 
similar level. 

 
Conclusion 
The Sydney Marine Park present a great opportunity to harness the passions of the 
Sydney community to protect their much used and loved waters. It is an exciting 
chance to provide multiple areas for public enjoyment bustling with marine life for us 
to enjoy for generations to come. 
 
Notice of Motion Report No. 23 

Support for creation of Sydney Marine Park 
Councillor Lauren Elder moved: 
 



That Manly Council publicly support the creation of a Sydney Marine Park with 
increased sanctuary areas for Manly's marine waters. 
 
PUBLIC ADDRESSES 
 
The following person addressed the meeting in relation to this item: 
     
In Support of the Recommendation: Lori Scinto 
 
 
 
187/08 RESOLVED: (Elder / Aird) 
 
That Manly Council: 
 

1. Publicly supports the creation of a Sydney Marine Park with increased 
sanctuary areas for Manly's marine waters  

 
2.  Calls on the NSW State Government (Ministers for Environment and 

Fisheries) to act on the findings and recommendations contained in the NPA 
report “The Torn Blue Fringe” for creation of a Sydney Marine Park. 

 
3. Copies the above-mentioned correspondence to the Sydney Coastal Council 

Group.  
 
For the Resolution: Councillors Elder, Heasman, LeSurf, Griffin, Aird, Burns 

and Macdonald 
Against the Resolution: Councillors Whitting, Murphy and Norek 
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TO: Planning and Strategy Committee - 2 March 2009 

REPORT: Planning And Strategy Division Report No. 9 

SUBJECT: Manly Environment Centre - Update on functions, events, projects scheduled 
for 2009       

FILE NO:   
      

 

SUMMARY 
 
This report will provide Council with an update on the objectives, events and key projects planned 
for the Manly Environment Centre (MEC) in 2009. Further it will provide Council with a brief 
summary of last year‟s projects and achievements. 
 
 

REPORT 
 
Background 
The Manly Environment Centre shopfront is managed for the purpose of information exchange, 
advocacy and research. It is a local agency giving people an opportunity to raise issues of concern 
about the local and global environment as well as an opportunity to learn more, volunteer time, 
effort and skills towards addressing the same issues.   
 
Last Year’s Program 
Over the past 12 months the Manly Environment Centre (MEC) has had a focus on conducting 
accessible environmental education programs and events all of which were attended to capacity. 
This included the “Nature of Manly” Exhibition at Manly Art Gallery and Museum which 
incorporated an education program of 12 talks (refer to Attachment 1), workshops and events and 
a substantial Teacher Education Package.   
 
Typical of the style of event conducted in 2008 was the „Wild About Manly‟ Nature Photography 
Competition which saw over 250 entries, with a similar turn out at the presentation evening. This 
competition drew together a range of stakeholders including Our Manly, International College of 
Management Sydney, Oceanworld, Nomad Photography, Aroma Ki, Mac&Me, and Manly Art 
Gallery and Museum.  
 
Program next 12 Months 
This year‟s program of events and activities (outlined in Attachment 2) will see an extension of the 
successful Nature of Manly Exhibition and the introduction of a new event to showcase important 
environmental issues associated with Manly Lagoon. Also, it is planned to continue the range of 
existing successful annual events such as Ocean Care Day, the Manly Eco Awards, and an event 
to celebrate National Biodiversity Month. In addition the MEC will also continue to participate in 
other key council events such as Plant Giveaways, and the Guringai Festival etc. 
 
Other key initiatives underway or to commence in the near future include: 
 

 Engaging a wider youth audience. This will be achieved through tailoring programs and 
events, providing the necessary channels for involvement, networking with schools, offering 
work experience opportunities, creating MEC pages and fan clubs on social networking sites, 
liaising with Manly Youth Centre, OzGreen, Bluearth, Manly Hospital Health Promotion and 
Surf Clubs.  

 
 Initiating a Sister Environment Centre Network. Other centres exist at Newtown, Sutherland, 

Camden and Narrabeen with other planned. There is much information to exchange to 
further the reach of environmental education. 
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 Volunteer Development / Student Involvement - The supervision of general volunteers, 
undergraduate and postgraduate students, internships from international and national 
universities, community service order volunteers, all working on projects and research 
relating to the important environmental issues in the Manly LGA.   

 
 Managing and improving the MEC‟s diverse range of resources from brochures, reports, 

thesis, press cuttings, journals, and other publications housed at the MEC shopfront. 
 

 Hosting overseas government delegations once or twice over the year (A Japanese 
Parliamentary delegation is planning to visit the MEC in the first half of 2009). 

 
 Meetings have already been held to discuss the utilisation of  the Teacher Discovery 

Package in secondary schools as well as the MEC‟s other resources. 
 

 Securing a new venue over the next twelve months as the owner is planning to redevelop the 
building later this year. 

 
Promotion and Marketing 
Having an interesting program and resources is one thing but being able to effectively market 
these to everyone in the local community is really important. Given this, the MEC will, over the next 
twelve months, be undertaking a number of marketing and promotion initiatives. Where possible 
these activities will be supported by key partners and volunteers and school and university 
placements to minimise costs and to market the Centre by involving people as volunteers. Some of 
the initiatives will include: 
 
 Working with Macquarie and Monash Universities by providing project positions for those 

undertaking a program called „Green Steps‟. Projects undertaken under this program include 
school engagement, and sustainable living programs aimed at ESL students in partnership with 
Brookvale TAFE and marketing. 

 
 Working with University of Technology Sydney (UTS) “Shopfront” (made up of a 

multidisciplinary team of lecturers and students) in assisting the MEC to produce a marketing 
and promotion plan. 
 

 New website in development. This will attract a greater audience, provide clear concise 
information to the public, showcase our diverse and fragile environment, and provide 
information on the Centre and how to get involved.  
 

 Creation of a new full colour four page brochure (circulated to Councillors under separate 
cover). This will not only enhance the MEC‟s image, it will convey our role to the community 
and the many opportunities and resources available. The MEC intends to officially launch this 
new brochure at the Eco Awards in March at Ocean World. 

 
 The Manly Daily has continued to provide the MEC‟s contact details for green tips on page 2 of 

the Manly Daily every weekday and we are hopeful this arrangement will continue into the 
future. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Report be received and noted. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT- 1  MEC Program of Events 2008 2 Pages  
AT- 2  MEC Program of Events 2009 1 Page  
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AT- 3  MEC Brochure 2 Pages Circulated Separately 
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*****   End of Planning And Strategy Division Report No. 9   ***** 




