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AGENDA 

 
WASTE COMMITTEE  

 
MEETING TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2013 AT 8.30AM 

 
COUNCILLORS ROOM, TOWNHALL, 1 BELGRAVE STREET, MANLY 

 
 
 
ITEM 1 Apologies and leave of absence 
 
ITEM 2 Declarations of Interest –  Pecuniary 
     Non - Pecuniary 
 
ITEM 3 Confirmation of Minutes from 7 August 2013 Meeting 
 
ITEM 4 Update on Reusable Nappies at Childcare Centres (Verbal Update 

by Sarah O’Brien)  
 
ITEM 5 Report: Business Waste and Sustainability Initiative with the Manly 

Chamber of Commerce  

 
ITEM 6  Discussion: Zero Waste Strategy Review 
 
ITEM 7 LitterGuards program (Verbal Update by Emma Lynch) 
 
ITEM 8 General Business brought to the Attention of the Chair Prior to the  
 Meeting and Approved for Consideration 
 
ITEM 9 Date for Next Meeting – 30 October 2013 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

 

WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 

HELD WEDNESDAY 7 AUGUST 2013  

 
Note:  All minutes are subject to confirmation at a subsequent Council or  

Planning and Strategy Committee meeting 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillors  
Clr Barbara Aird 
Clr Cathy Griffin 

Manly Council (Chair) 
Manly Council 

  

Other Representatives  
Stacey Randell Manly Chamber of Commerce 
Michella Burgers  Community Member 
  

Council Staff  
 

Sarah O’Brien 
Natasha Schultz 

 
Waste Education Officer 
Manager of Waste and Cleansing  

  

TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS OF THE COUNCIL 
 
The Waste Committee met on 7 August 2013, to consider the matters referred to it and now 
reports having reached the decisions taken and recommendations stated here under: 

 

OPEN The Meeting Commenced at 8:38am  

   

ITEM 1 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE ACTION 
 Clr Jean Hay AM, Mayor  
 Silke Stuckenbrock, Community Member 

Keelah Lam, Community Member 
David Thomas, Community Member 

 

   

ITEM 2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

 Nil  

   

ITEM 3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Confirmation of the minutes of the Waste Advisory Committee 
meeting on 26 June 2013. Moved by Clr Aird. Seconded by Clr 
Griffin.  
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ITEM 4 REPORT: Waste Collection Service Review presented by 

Natasha Schultz – Manager of Waste and Cleansing 

 

  
Council at its Ordinary Meeting on the 13

th 
May 2013 resolved in 

part to defer the implementation of proposed changes to the 
collection service to allow for additional information to be compiled 
in a report and referred to the Waste Committee. 
 
Council staff presented the draft report for review by the 
Committee.  

 

 Recommendation: 

The Committee recommended to the General Manager that: 
 

1. Council continues with the current system for the collection 
of vegetation and recycling, including extras. 

2. Council changes the format from the two (2) scheduled 
general clean up collections per annum to two (2) on call 
general clean up collections per annum, effective from 1 
January 2014. 

3. Council continues to offer a pre-paid service to residents for 
the collection of additional vegetation and general clean up 
items. 

4. The Precinct Committees be consulted on any proposed 
changes to the current waste service.  

5. Correspondence is forwarded to residents advising 
Council’s decision. 

GM 

ITEM 9 General Business Brought to the Attention of the Chair Prior 

to the Meeting and Approved for Consideration 

 

Recommendation: 

The Committee recommended to the General Manager that: 
 
Staff prepare a report which explores recycling options for large 
common household items. 

 

 

 

 
GM 

ITEM 10 NEXT MEETING DATE:  
  

Date: 18 September 2013  

Time: 8:30am 

Venue: Council Chambers 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9:47am 
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TO: Waste Advisory Committee 
 

MEETING DATE: 18 September 2013 
 

AUTHOR: Emma Lynch, Senior Waste Officer 
 

SUBJECT: Business Sustainability Initiative with the Manly Chamber of 
Commerce    

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Stacey Randell from the Manly Chamber of Commerce provided a draft sustainable 

business program ‘ideas’ document for the Committee’s consideration, which is attached to 

this report.  

The Committee requested that Council staff provide information on Council’s current and 

previous business waste and sustainability education programs, including the Starfish 

Program and SeaChange. 

 

2. INFORMATION 

Scores on Doors Program (has replaced Starfish Program) 

Tamara Rooker, Manly Council’s Environmental Health Officer has provided the following 

information: 

The Scores on Doors Program is a state-wide initiative from the Food Authority which allows 

local governments to rate food businesses based on their risk score which is displayed as 

either a 3, 4 or 5 star rating. This is the current program in place which supersedes the 

Starfish Program. The basic design of the star rating certificate has been developed by the 

Food Authority, however Manly Council has opted to include a Sustainability Grade and 

Heart Foundation (Trans Fat) Grade which is placed on the certificate if the business is 

found to meet these criterion. An example of this certificate is attached. 

The Sustainability Grade is rated by four criteria: 

- Waste Reduction – reuse 
- Energy & Water Conservation 
- Sustainability Purchasing 
- Recycling Practices 

 

When Council’s Environmental Health Officers inspect food businesses, a decision is made 

whether to give them a sustainability grade based on their business practices. Generally all 
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businesses are recycling, however if they are able to satisfy at least three out of the four 

criteria they will be granted the sustainability grade which will be placed on their certificate. 

Key business practices looked for are: 

 Purchase of fair trade products 

 Installation of energy and water efficient fittings within the premises 

 Presence of extra recycling initiatives such as returning milk bottles, wax cardboard, 

etc.  

Tamara commented that the objectives for each of the criteria may need to be more defined 

as there is currently no formal policy or procedure regarding this. There is a mixed reaction 

from businesses in regards to the sustainability grade. Some food businesses are 

passionate about attaining their sustainability grade each inspection, however this isn’t the 

case for the majority. 

Sea Change for Sustainable Tourism in Manly 

In 2006, Manly Council was awarded a NSW Environmental Trust Grant for the ‘Sea Change 

for Sustainable Tourism in Manly’. Ed McPeake will provide the Committee with a verbal 

report on this program.  

Responsible Cafes Program 

Council has contacted Justin Bonsey from ‘Responsible Runners’ regarding the 

‘Responsible Café’s’ initiative. Justin provided the following information: 

Great to hear from you. We would be very excited to work with Manly Council in particular 

because of all the fantastic work you do towards sustainability, including the EcoBag and 

similar initiatives. We are trying to work with Waverley Council to do the same here. 

 The Responsible Cafes idea is simple: cafes give a small discount to customers who bring 

in their own cups for takeaway coffee to reduce waste and litter and help foster a culture of 

reuse. In association with many environmental organisations across the country, including 

Take 3, the Two Hands Project, Tangaroa Blue, Transition Bondi, Positive Change for 

Marine Life, and NUSEC, we provide a vintage-style poster (in A3, A4, or A5 sizes), a small 

sticker for storefront display, and an information sheet on the benefits of the program. While 

we are happy to provide all materials for free, we welcome contributions to help us reach 

more cafes across Australia.  

As you may know, 1 billion takeaway cups and lids are landfilled or littered each year in 

Australia and, contrary to popular belief, they are not recyclable and only rarely composted, 

as the only industrial composting facility that handle compostable cups/lids is in South 

Australia. So by passing on the cost of a cup and lid to customers, saving money and 

reducing waste at the same time, this not only incentivises customers to do the right thing 

but increases awareness of the issues surrounding single-use waste and begins to nurture a 

culture of reuse. While many cafes are opting for a 30-50c discount (one in Perth CBD is 

giving $1!), the amount of the discount is totally up to the individual cafe - there is a space on 

the poster for it to be written in.  

We ask cafes to provide a photo (including the poster and/or a reusable takeaway cup), their 

logo, and a sentence on the cafe so we can publicise their commitment to reducing waste 

http://www.facebook.com/ResponsibleCafes
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via our website and social media - which together reach around 50,000 people per week. 

Many cafes promote their effort through their own networks as well.  

At the moment, Foundry Fifty-Three is the only cafe in Manly on board as we are getting 

many requests from across the country and have not had time to approach more. We would 

love to work with you to help get word out.  

The program is operated by Responsible Runners, a not-for-profit organisation formed last 

year to combat the growing rubbish problem on our beaches and in our communities. 

Integrating running and weekly beach cleanups to prevent marine debris, build stronger 

communities, and empower positive change to reduce waste, we have been working hard 

over the last 8 months to galvanise the community to pick up the the beach and streets and 

reduce waste in their daily consumer decisions. One of our groups has been running weekly 

in Manly and, once back from winter hiatus, will resume from September/October.  

Thanks so much and I look forward to hearing your thoughts. I am also available by mobile 

should you wish to discuss it in more detail. Cheers, 

Justin 

A copy of the information sheet and poster has been attached to this report. Justin has 

advised that the Manly Council logo could be placed on the poster.  

Bin Trim 

The NSW EPA has recently launched a waste reduction program for businesses called Bin 

Trim. Details of the program can be found at http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/bintrim/. This 

website also links to other online resources available to businesses such as the 

Sustainability Advantage and Energy Saver programs.  

Be Straw Free 

The Committee has previously requested that Council staff develop a “Be Straw Free” 
campaign and that staff liaise with the Chamber of Commerce to design this strategy.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Committee notes the information above and that the matter is discussed at the next 

Waste Advisory Committee Meeting.  

 

 

 

Emma Lynch 

Senior Waste Officer 

Waste Committee  

11 September 2013 

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/bintrim/
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